SELLER 
DEVICE 
109 



SELLER 
DEVICE 
111 




CENTRAL 
SERVER 

101 



USER 
DEVICE 
103 



USER 
DEVICE 
105 



USER 
DEVICE 
107 



FIG. 1 



RAM 



203 



ROM 



205 



CLOCK 
207 



INPUT 
DEVICE(S) 

209 



PROCESSOR 
201 



OUTPUT 
DEVICE(S) 

211 



PAYMENT 

PROCESSOR 

217 



COMMUNICATIONS 
PORT 

213 



■220 



PROGRAM 


221 




POTENTIAL BUYER 




DATABASE 


230 0 


RATING 


24O.0 


DATABASE 




INTENT 




DATABASE 


250 0 


REWARD 




DATABASE 


260 0 


PENALTY 


2ze0 


DATABASE 




' SELLER ACCOUNT 




^ DATABASE 





FIG. 2 



POTENTIAL 
BUYER 
NAME 

231 


POTENTIAL 

BUYER 
IDENTIFIER 

233 


PAYMENT 
IDENTIFIER 

235 


JOHN SMITH 


123-456-789 


VISA 

4226-1234-5678-9012 


BEN@DOMAIN.COM 


234-567-890 


WEB BUCKS 
12345-789 


DAN STEVENS 


345-678-901 


E-CASH 
4444-5555-6666 



FIG. 3 





col 
















si 






























































H 








CO 


CM 




CO 




































SI 
















CNil 








CO 


CO 




LU 
CO 




CO 


co 


CO 






CO 










g 


2e 


>- 


LU <S - 












Q 


<c 


== O =c 






-8D 


Q 

CM | 


CO 


co 

CM 


1+D 


PU 






uo 


CD 


CO 




CM 






































































LO 




CO 


CM 




CO 


















LU Q - 
















O 


















col 














































>- 
















LU 1— 
















LU Z 
















o: ll < 
o o ? 




CO 
CO 


CD 
OO 


CO 
CO 


CO 


©""• 
CO 
CM 


CO 


lu a: 












Q LU 
















o 
















































i z: 
















o 
































s 5: ^ 










CM 






!= O < 




LO 




CO 




CO 


CO oc 
















LU 
Q 
































































1 — 






< 




< 






ITEM 
ECIFICI 




EXACT 


RYCLE 


CLEAR 


MI-CLE 


VAGUE 


NONE 


SPI 






VEI 




SE 







REWARD 
RATING 

256 


11/15 


12/15 


10/15 


TIME 
RATING 

255 


5 (1-4 DAYS) 


4 (5 -8 DAYS) 


1(17 -20 DAYS) 


CERTAINTY 
RATING 

254 


4 (80%) 


3(60%) 


5 (100%) 


ITEM 
j DESCRIPTION 
RATING 

253 


CNJ 


LO 




ITEM 
DESCRIPTION 

252 


LARGE SCREEN 
TELEVISION 


SONY 
PLAYSTATION 


DELL 
COMPUTER 


POTENTIAL 

BUYER 
IDENTIFIER 

251 


123456-789 


234-567-890 


345-678-901 



LO 



REWARD 
RATING 
RANGE 

261 


REWARD 
IDENTIFIER 

263 


REWARD 
DESCRIPTION 

265 


13-15 


AMFM-120 


PORTABLE 
AM/FM RADIO 


10-12 


ATTA-60 


TRAVEL BAG 


7-9 


AMAZ-CD 


FREE CD AT 
AMAZON.COM 


4-6 


CALC-40 


POCKET 
CALCULATOR 


1-3 


PEPS-01 


FREE 1L OF 
PEPSI 



FIG. 6 



CT>| 
SI 



si 

Oil 



g ^ Q_ 

^ LU 

^ — O 



o 
o 



CO 

uu 

Q 



go 



°^ O 

o 



SSI 

Oil 



i 

X 



O LU 



CO 
CNJ 



o 

Q_ 



5!i 

CO LU 



O 
CD 



< 

LL 

o 

I — 

CO 

O 
o 



CD 



CD 
CO 

h- 

CO 

to 

CO 
CM 



CO 



CD 

cd 



CD 
CT> 



O 
CD 

op 

CD 
ID 



Q 



CD 

o 



CD 
CD 

CO 

r- 

CD 



1^- 



START 





RECEIVE POTENTIAL BUYER 
DATA FROM POTENTIAL BUYER 


801 






RECEIVE INTENT DATA 
FROM POTENTIAL BUYER 


803 




DETERMINE APPROPRIATE 
REWARD BASED ON 
RECEIVED INTENT DATA 


805 





OUTPUT REWARD OFFER 
TO POTENTIAL BUYER 

807 




YES 



ISSUE REWARD TO 
POTENTIAL BUYER 

813 




FIG. 8 



c 



START 

"~r~ 



RECEIVE POTENTIAL 
BUYER IDENTIFIER 



901 



T 



RECEIVE CONFIRMATION SIGNAL 
FROM POTENTIAL BUYER 




PROMPT POTENTIAL BUYER 

TO PROVIDE FURTHER 
CONFIRMATION INFORMATION 907 



YES 



UPDATE PENALTY DATABASE 
TO REFLECT RECEIVED 
CONFIRMATION SIGNAL 909 



END 



FIG. 9 




FIG. 10 



SELLER 
NAME 

! 281 


SELLER 
ID 

NUMBER 

283 


SELLER 
REWARD 
OFFER 

285 


SELLER 
RETRIEVAL DATE 
OF POTENTIAL 
BUYER INTENT 
DATA m 


FRED'S 
APPLIANCES 


987-654-321 


DISCOUNT 
COUPONS 


2/5/99 


THE CD PLAYER 
STORE 


654-321-987 


$25.00 


2/7/99 


HOUSE OF 
COMPUTERS 


321-987-654 


MAIL-IN REBATE 


2/10/99 



FIG. 11 



